Personal Attacks to silence critics of Islamist groups 

by Bill Connor
I was absolutely shocked to wake up on Valentine’s Day and read the personal attacks from Dr. Mohammed Alhatou. I had to wonder if he had read my piece in full thoughtfulness. A few weeks ago, after Mr. Alhatou’s passionate defense of Hamas (the “humanitarian organization”) and criticism of Israel, I decided to write to correct the many factual errors. However, I prefaced my rebuttal to ensure the debate was about criticism of ideas/assertions and not personal: “To start with, I want to make clear I respect Dr. Mohammed Alhatou. He and his family are fine additions to the Orangeburg community and hard-working, respectful people.” Further, I closed the article by writing: “It’s time moderate, reasonable men like Dr. Alhatou to elect Palestinian leaders who care about peace.” I must now take back my words about Dr. Alhatou being “moderate and reasonable”. Using terms like “Islamophobe” for me, he went on with all the well-worn and predictable apologetics to silence critics of radical Islamic groups. Dr. Alhatou even dredged up the 800 year-old crusades in a completely ridiculous and inappropriate manner (EVERYONE in the Christian world has repented of the 200 year crusades in the Holy Land. However, when it comes to 1000 years of Jihad against most of the non-Muslim world………. ). I’ll attempt to answer both personal attacks and some of the distorted history in the short space of this article. 

To start with, I’ll answer Dr. Alhatou’s implied cries of bigotry. Yes, I did mention his Muslim faith in the following context: “It is my prayer Muslims like Dr. Alhatou recognize the blessings of living in a nation which treats people of al l beliefs equally before the law. After taking power, one of the first acts of Hamas was attempting to bring back “Dhimmi” Laws in the Palestinian Territories. This is in addition to ‘de facto’ discrimination against Christians in the Palestinian Territories (Bethlehem was 85% Christian only decades ago and is now under 15% Christian). Historically, under Islamic/Sharia Law Christians and Jews were legally treated as second-class citizens in the Islamic World or “Dhimmi’s”. They had to pay a special tax, a “Jizya”, could not rebuild places of worship without the permission of the Muslim ruler, could not carry a weapon, had to show deference even to Muslim children etc. etc. Just think “Jim Crow” and you’ll get the point. Hamas is an “Islamist” organization with the same ideology as Hezbollah, the Muslim Brotherhood, and even Al Qaeda. They seek eventual world conquest for Islam and discrimination against non-Muslims.” I wrote this bit about “Dhimmi” laws, because Dr. Alhatou distorted the facts and made Hamas out to be a wonderful, humanitarian entity. I felt it completely appropriate20to make the distinction between the equality of religious minorities in America (including Dr. Alhatou) and that of Christians and Jews under Hamas. I don’t take back a word about the discrimination of “Dhimmitude”. 

The following is just one description of “Dhimmi” status from only about 100 years ago (From the “Tunisian Jew”): “When we look at history from the perspective of the last hundred years, at the end of the 19th century, Tunisian Jews live in a state of economical and social decay. Subjects of the Bey, they are living under the statute of “dhimmi”, which forces them to pay a special tax and keep them as citizens of lower rank in every area. Their houses and synagogues have to be lower in size than that of their Arabic neighbors. The economy is disastrous, commercial exchanges practically non existant and the Jews are subjected to all kinds of vexations from the part of the Arabic population. Jews survive on a day to day basis, practicing usury and small commerce, confi ned to the only jobs they are allowed to perform, tailor, shoemaker, ironworker, jeweler, or butcher. Conditions of life are horrendous and very often, entire families live in a small room without any ventilation, sharing bathroom(a hole in the ground) and kitchen with other families. No sanitary public services are offered, water comes once in a while from a public fountain and the sewer runs in the open in the middle of the street, source of epidemics and multiple hygiene problems”. 

I can give quote after quote about the discrimination against non-Muslims living under Dhimmitude up through the early 20th century. Bottom line: It IS second-class citizenship and legal discrimination and Hamas strives to bring back this travesty of human rights. Note: Even in modern times aspects of Dhimmi laws exist in most Islamic nations. For example, it is illegal (to the point of death in nations like Saudi Arabia, Iran and territories under control of Hamas) for a Muslim to come to Jesus Christ or for a Christian to bring the Gospel to a Muslim. This is to be compared with full legal rights of the 1.5 million Arab Muslims in Israel who even have seats in Israel’s government. This compares with virtual “super-rights” of many Muslim groups in the West. Dr. Alhatou tried to point out the handful of Jews still hanging on in places like Iran. The reality is that throughout the Middle East Jews were expelled by the millions from their ancient homes out of spite from the creation of Israel.

Dr. Alhatou goes on to distort the history of the rise of Israel and Israel’s treatment of Christians. In 1947, the UN developed a partition plan for a Jewish State and Palestinian State (Jerusalem was to be under international control). This plan gave Jews the worst parts of what’s now Israel and the Palestinian territories. Jews accepted the plan while the Pale stinians and surrounding Arab nations did not. Israel was attacked from all sides upon declaring independence in 1948, yet miraculously ended hostilities with more land than the partition plan. 

Between 1949 and 1967, Palestinians (under Jordan) controlled the “Old City” of Jerusalem. During this time, the Palestinians did not allow Jews access to their Holiest place of Worship, the Western Wall. In fact, Palestinians tore up Jewish cemetaries and used Headstones to create roads. Christians also had limited access to Holy sites during this time. When Israel gained control of the Old City in 1967, the first act of Mosha Dyan was to put the “Temple Mount” under Muslim control. Jews did NOT force Christians from places like Bethlehem. 

Unfortunately, the Palestinian treatment of non-Muslim Holy sites has become predictable. I t isn’t just the destruction of Synagogues in Gaza after the Israeli withdrawal. After 9-11, Palestinian militants (some part of the security forces of the Palestinian authority) took over the Holiest of sites in Christianity, The Holy Church of the Nativity (Jesus’ birthplace). According to priests held hostage in the Church for weeks, these militants defecated on some of the Holiest parts of Jesus’ birthplace. They tore up ancient Bibles for paper. The Israeli forces outside the church, with full right to pursue the militants into the church, refused to raid the Holy Site for fear of the damage and insult to Christianity. This is one example of the differing treatment of Christians (and Christian Holy Sites) by the respective parties. I could go on with many other such examples (Palestinian Mobs destroyed Joseph’s Tomb near Jericho and even murdered the Rabbi there about 10 years ago). 

This is my last response as I will not continue to be personally maligned. However , readers should understand one thing: I am grieved about the dead civilians, both during the missile attacks into Israel and during Israel’s response. Having experienced the horrors of war and sacrificed to help bring a better life for Afghan Muslims, I harbor no ill will to the innocent civilians regardless of their faith. It is my faith that someday the Lord will bring an eternal peace. In the meantime, it is just wrong to blame the civilian deaths on the party defending itself from terror. We, as Americans, do not allow terror groups to attack us at will, than expect to seek sanctuary hiding behind civilians. We will make all attempts to limit innocent death, but the blame lies squarely on the terrorist. We cannot expect Israel to react differently.

One final note: Isn’t it wonderful to be an American. A nation in which all have the freedom to debate and criticize and all have equality before the law. Regardless of our faith. That just isn’t the case in so many other places.

God Bless America,

Bill Connor

